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FOREWORD 

Urbanization—the steadily advancing process of rapid 

metropolitan population growth and outward expansion of 

cities—is bringing new problems and also new opportunities 

for progress to Maryland suburban and rural areas. Between 

1950 and 1960, Maryland’s population advanced from 2.3 

million to 3.1 million—representing a rate of increase ex- 

ceeded in only eight other States throughout the nation. 

With this population growth concentrated in urban areas, land 

covered by cities and densely populated suburbs in Mary- 

land climbed from a level of only 136,000 acres in 1945 to 

321,000 acres in 1959-representing a rate of urban land 

development exceeded in only six other states during this 

period. Of the 434,000 dwelling units added to the State’s 

housing inventory between 1940 and 1960, 349,000 or 80 per 
cent were built in suburban or rural areas—outside cities 

having populations of 2,500 or more. 

Such phenomenal development has far-reaching effects 

upon an extensive region’s economy and level of living. 

However, it creates its greatest direct impact upon public 

services and facilities, business, land values and real 

property taxes, the availability of ‘‘open space’’, and ef- 

forts to plan for future development, within immediate small 

geographic areas such as election districts. Changes in 

population density in these county sub-areas are effective 

indicators of the relative levels of private and public action 

that will be required to cope with this development. Density 

patterns—analyzed with respect to past and projected re- 

quirements for residential sites, transportation and utility 

systems, industrial and military installations, commercial 

outlets, and other factors generating area development— 

reveal important planning inferences. Examples of such in- 

ferences include the expected date of area ‘‘saturation’’ (the 

optimum population level for a given area commensurate 

with prevailing living standards) or the probable timing and 

direction of peripheral population growth waves around and 

between urban centers. 



The data on population density by election districts com- 

piled in this report are intended to assist: (1) the State's 

citizens in better understanding the rate and character of 

Maryland’s population growth pattern; (2) private lending 

institutions, investors, and promotional groups—such as 

banks, home builders, realtors, and chambers of commerce— 

needing data for the evaluation of development proposals; 

and (3) legislators, other elected officials, and public agen- 

cies responsible for guiding the orderly, planned develop- 

ment of Maryland. The population and land area figures 

used in computing densities were obtained from the Bureau 

of Census, U. S. Department of Commerce. The election 

district boundaries are those as of 1960. Minor changes in 

election district boundaries—primarily in Anne Arundel, 

Montgomery, and Prince George’s counties—during the 

period 1900 = 1960 may cause slight difficulties in the com- 
parison of district densities over time. However, where new 

districts have been established, old districts abolished, or 

district boundaries changed in any form, corresponding ad- 

justments in population also have been derived. Accord- 

ingly, the density levels and trends in the districts having 

boundary changes are believed to be substantially accurate 

and comparable. 

In some instances, two or more election districts have 

been combined for purposes of this report. In order to elim- 

inate the distortions that arise from comparing very small 
election districts having extremely high densities with 

much larger districts having less concentrated development, 

it was arbitrarily decided for study purposes that the mini- 
mum size of an election district (or combination of districts) 

would be 10.0 square miles. Districts smaller than 10.0 

square miles were grouped with the contiguous district (or 

districts) having a density most nearly equal to the density 

of the smaller district. 

The basic working data presented in this report are given 

in both tabular and map forms. The maps show changes in 

population density during the period 1950 - 1960 by election 

districts. As an aid to the identification of areas of partic- 

ular significance, the maps indicate 1960 election district 
boundaries, primary highways,county seats, and incorporated 

communities having a 1960 population of 5,000 or more. 

GERALD F. VAUGHN, PLANNER 

GEORGE T. EVANS, DRAFTSMAN 
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